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International Jew'’s Harp Congress
Summer twang fests in Amsterdam...

Amsterdam’s newest music hall, the Muziekgebouw aan ‘tlj, will host
the Fifth International Jew’s Harp Congress July 28-30, 2006, in asso-
ciation with the International Jew’s Harp Society. Hundreds of play-
ers, makers, and researchers from around the world will acquaint the
Dutch audience with the astounding versatility of the instrument.

The core of the congress is the participation of scores of accom-
plished instrumentalists and their ensembles representing diverse
musical traditions. In addition to a series of concerts highlighting the 1,¢ pMuziekgebouw aan “tiu [Music Building on
Jew’s harp, the congress will include cinematography, lectures, dem- the Ij] in its stunning setting in the Oosterdok
onstrations, and a market. Region on the River |j.

Jew’s harp players from Asia, with their electrifying and idiomatic sound, represent traditional musical cul-
tures that have remained almost unchanged over the centuries. In Europe and America there are remnants of origi-
nal folk music traditions associated with the instrument, and modern experimentation takes place as well.

In addition, there will undoubtedly be impromptu performances by players from different cultural and ethnic
backgrounds. These ad hoc ensembles highlight what is most remarkable about these international gatherings: how
mutual ties and fascination for a tiny instrument can literally bring together the people of the world. ®

(The above was freely adapted from the website www.muziekgebouw.nl. Check the site periodically for further updates.)

North American Jew’s Harp Festival

...and in Bay City, Oregon

The 14th North American Jew’s Harp Festival will take
place August 4-6, 2006, in Bay City, on the northern
Oregon coast. Watch for the next issue of PNP, or visit
our website at www jewsharpguild.org for updates.
If you have other questions, see the Pluck-N-Post box
on page 2 for contact information.

Last year’s festival attracted the talents of photog-
rapher Jonathan Ley; at left is his whimsical treatment
of an all-saw rendition of “Ghost Chickens in the Sky”
at the Saturday evening concert.

A high note of the 2005 festival: Musical saw players Squish, You can view more of Mr. Ley’s work on his web-
Rick Meyers, and Curtis Chamberlain. PHOTO BY JONATHAN LEY site: www.leyphotography.com e
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