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eBoing: Plucking the web for rare finds ., oo rrocir

In the early 1980s, I searched for a replacement for my
(sigh) broken J.R. Smith Jew’s harp by sending out hun-
dreds of letters to music stores all over the country. No
more than a dozen responded, and all of them carried a
few common versions —but no Smiths. It took months.
Recently a search of eBay brought up 54 Jew’s harp list-
ings from all over the world. It took five minutes. A J.R.
Smith was among them; I am now its happy owner.

While there are instruments on eBay one should
never buy (see sidebar, page 6) there are also old Smiths,
rare antiques, delightful oddities, and a few surprises.
Some recent listings are shown below.

With some exceptions, eBay is not a good place to
buy new instruments. I’s best to buy them from the
maker, if possible, or find a good reseller. Some of both
are listed at the end of this article.

But for those seeking unique or vintage Jew’s harps,
eBay —"the nation’s garage sale” —has become the best
place to find them.

Inside this issue

Following are some tips on how to get started, and
suggestions on how to separate the wheat from the chaff.

eBay 101
First, you need access to the Internet. If you don’t have
it at home, visit your public library —most of them offer
patrons the use of a computer with Internet access, and
many offer training for those unfamiliar with comput-
ers or the Internet. Public libraries, you gotta love ‘em.
You also need an e-mail address. If you don’t have
one, you can sign up for free web-based e-mail. “Web-
based” means you can access your e-mail account from
any computer with an Internet connection. Pluck-N-Post
uses Yahoo! e-mail (http://www.yahoo.com) because
of its consistently high ratings, but lots of other compa-
nies offer this service. CNET (www.cnet.com) has a
pretty good chart of comparative listings, if you want to

shop around.
(Continued on page 5)

Recent eBay offerings with final bids (in US $).
Top row: cast iron English trump in a guitar shape
(52.50); unusual double-tongued trump, also
English (176.32); leather-bound double album of
Inuit singing and Jew's harp music (72.00);
Etruscan artifacts (closing bid unknown). Left
center: vintage horseshoe style from England
(31.60). Bottom row: the Art Deco-ish “Dusie
Harp” from the USA (36.50); Jew's harp and other
_ instruments from Papua
New Guinea (46.686);
original “Jew’s Harp Bill”
: sheet music (36.00); and a
. rare antique Norwegian
munnharpe with carrying
case (1,035.00). And no,
that’s not a typo.
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