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We are grieved by their passing, but celebrate their lives!
In this issue we pay tribute to three robust Jew’s Harp enthusiasts
that have used the tiny instrument to touch people’s lives.

Happy New Year to all of our Jew's Harp friends.
I hope 2002 will bring you many good experiences full of "vibrational tones!"

ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS: Enclosed is the 2002 Ballot for election of The Guild Board Members. Jim Nelson
has resigned from the board and we have had a vacant seat since 2000. Larry Hanks and Mike Stiles agreed to be on the
ballot. Both are long-time Jew's Harp enthusiasts and I think they will be good additions to the Board. Please return your
ballots as soon as possible.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: A membership renewal application is enclosed for those who have not yet renewed for
2002. Remember, your membership fees keep the Guild alive so please renew as soon as possible. Thanks to everyone who
has already renewed.

THE FUTURE OF NAJHF: I want to thank all of you who have sent "input" on our proposed changes to the format of the
North American Jew's Harp Festival. Everyone who responded has agreed with my comments and suggestions in the "10
Year Reflections" article in the last newsletter.

In that same article, I also mentioned the possibility of having a meeting sometime this spring to discuss the proposed
changes and hear new input ... but no one, to date, has expressed an interest in attending a meeting of that sort. With all of us
living so far apart, perhaps an "in person" meeting is not do-able. So, for now, we will not plan to have a meeting. But if
anyone has any input or suggestions, please send them to me.

So, the festival will be streamlined in the future. It will become a small "retreat" or gathering for only Jew's Harp players
and their families/friends ... the original main focus of our festival. We will be open to having the festival in different
locations, so if you have any suggestions let me know.

Our deep appreciation goes out to the Richland Grange and the whole community who have given us such enthusiastic
support over the years. I am encouraging them and our non-Jew's Harp

musicians who have attended the festival in the past to continue some sort h
of "Folk Music Festival" there. We'll keep you posted. On the
NAJHF 2002: At this time, we are not planning on having a 2002 I N S I D E

festival at all. Many of our Jew's Harp players are spending their vacation
time/money to go to Norway. This decision will also give us a year to
consider future possibilities.

4TH INTERNATIONAL JEW'S HARP CONGRESS & FESTIVAL | PAGE 2 - GUILD TID-BITS
IN RAULAND, NORWAY: The dates for this gathering are September
11 through 15. The organizers now have a very nice website, so check it PAGES 3+4 - TRIBUTE
out for information: www.munnharpe.no

If you click on the Festival banner it brings up pics of the Raulandarea FRED WHITLOW DR. GUY GRANT

as well as a place to make reservations. The bed and breakfast at the HARVEY MATUSOW
Academy is 400 NOK per day and the registration for the 5 day festival is
400 NOK. 400 NOK = approx. $43.00. (Continued on Page 2) PAGE 5 - BULLETIN BOARD
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A Word from the Executive Director wcontinuen

GUILD TID-BITS: OPB TELEVISION PROGRAM: In early November, OPB's "Art Beat" featured a program on Bill
Gohring, Jew's Harp Maker and the North American Jew's Harp Festival. It was very well done and brought a flood of inquiries
about Jew's Harps. If you'd like to see the program, let us know and we'll lend you a copy of the video. (See related article)

Mark Poss, editor of PNP and our webmaster, tells me he is in the process of completing the work on the next NAJHF CD.
We look forward to hearing it.

Damien Hess, a master's degree student is producing a short cartoon animation and one of the musical parts is for Jew's
Harp. Maine composer, Jim Winters, is doing the musical score and word has it that Gordon Frazier will be doing the JH work.
Jim has sent a copy of the score (which also includes parts for grand piano and hurdy-gurdy). This should be very interesting!

I'd like to close with an excerpt from a letter we received from Guild Member, Clive Julianus. Letters like this "really make
my day"! (Note: when Clive attended the 2000 festival he spent much of the day with a severe headache ... his letter refers to
this):

"I just came up with a new theory about that headache I had at the festival. I think it was massive growing
pains. The space inside my head was being permanently altered by the experience ... not only has my
relationship to music been forever improved, but as a consequence so has my relationship to life and
community been improved."

So as we begin new directions ... for the festival as well as the New Year ... let us all be reminded that our relationship to
music and our inner feelings have a direct reflection on our world (both near and far). With positive thoughts and vibrational
tones, we CAN make a difference! Till next time ... Janet Gohring Executive Director, The Jew's Harp Guild

RESPONSES TO OPB'S TV SPECIAL ON JEW'S HARPS

We've received so many letters since the airing of the OPB program in November. They show just how many of us have had
experiences with the Jew's Harp throughout our lives. Here are excerpts from some of the letters:

"While watching I remembered once when my father showed me a Jew's harp he had. I think they look really
neat and interesting. I told my father I wanted one ..." Justin J., age 16, Lebanon, OR

"From a farm boy! I play'd with a Jew's harp when I was a kid, but as time went on forgot about it. I'll buy one
or two." Gene P., age 63, Mount Angel, OR

"My son dearly loved his toy jewsharp when he was a little boy (he is 49 now). I'd like to rekindle his
interest." Marie R., Pilot Rock, OR

"My husband had one around the age of 6 yrs., handed down from his brother - year 1936. We think the
grandkids would love it." Carleen S., Oceanside, OR

"I have been looking for several years for a Jew's Harp ... I've always wanted one since seeing a Snoopy
cartoon of him playing a Jew's Harp (a long time ago - 35 years)." Luanne S., Eugene, OR

"I have in the past tried to learn how to make music on various musical instruments (harmonica - flute - etc.)

but never could quite get the hang of it ... I believe the Jew's Harp may be something I would be satisfied

W i t h . "
Bill Z., age 74, Woodburn, OR

"I would like to get my husband a Jew's Harp ... he had one when he was a child. He is
now 74 and does play some instruments but I think this would be fun for him."
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Jred hitlow

Commitment to Excellence

We have lost one of the greatest Americans in the Jew's harp
field. Fred Whitlow passed away on April 1, 2001. To put it
briefly, Fred was a great traditional player of country and
bluegrass music; for some years he was America's best maker
of harps; and he was a wonderful human being. He will be
greatly missed. - Fred Crane

Robbie Clement, who took over making Whitlow Jaw
Harps in 1986, remembers Fred as a wonderful guy to be
around. He visited Fred, and his wife Neal, at their home in Neal and Fred Whitlow at the first
Florida to learn the art of making the fine instruments from the Congress in lowa City in 1984 (Crane)
master himself. Fred had stopped building ‘harps because

painful arthritis and offered to teach the skill to Robbie if he’d come stay with him for a couple of weeks. Robbie had never met
Fred in person but had talked with him many times on the phone. At the time, Fred made harps in only four or five keys with
special interest in the key of D, a favorite of Bluegrass players and friend Bill Munroe.

Robbie was immediately struck by Fred’s skill and commitment to excellence. He would often throw harps away if they
did not meet his exacting standards. Harps, that anyone else would have accepted as playable. “His ear was magic,” states
Robbie, “he could tell when a [sliver] of spring-steel was out of pitch.” Robbie also recalls that Fred, at 80 years old, was still
called upon to be the “handyman” of the mobile home community in which he resided. He cheerfully responded to genuine
pleas for help, but did not suffer fools easily. A classic perfectionist with the skills to back it up. “That visit,” claims Robbie,
“changed my life.”

Efforts to unveil Fred’s early years were fruitless. We know that he played many years with a Bluegrass band, driving the
band bus, and often the one to fix it. [Anyone with information about this band, please let us know.] Nonetheless, his legacy
lives on

Robust character was the nature of Dr. Guy Grant of

Devenport, Australia. His love of life and music touched
° thousands of people around the world.
As founder of the “OddMusic” email list
3 [ —

(oddmusic.com) and frequent contributor to “Experimental
Musical Instruments” magazine, he provided the spark for
= many to express their deepest odd-music passions. As a medical practitioner
= o m (Specialist Hypnotherapy), he used Jew’s harps, didjeridus, and other
— —= instruments, to teach breath control as a method of stress relief. ("Didjeridu
Playing to Control Breathing in Stuttering." Keynote speaker, Speakeasy
National Conference, March 1990) He was an early member of the JHG, and
§ Foundation President: The Australian Didjeridu Association.
2 Though I never met the man in person, Dr. Guy (as he was known on the
list) and I exchanged hundreds of e-mails since 1996. His biting wit was
unsurpassed, but always tempered with concern and compassion when the
situation called for it. His knowledge of instruments, encyclopedic; his
diplomacy, impeccable; his lust for life, vital. I shall miss him. - Mark Poss
For more information on Dr. Grant, visit www.oddmusic.com

Dr. Guy Grant in the mid-90s
21 June 1940 - 31 December 2001 T}‘B PL““K-N-P“ST
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Harvey Job Matusow

Harvey Job Matusow, 75 of Sugar River Mills in Claremont [NH] died January
17 at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center in Lebanon, NH from complications
following an automobile accident earlier in [the] month. He was best known as
being an actor, author and humanitarian. He invented CockyBoo the Clown, the
Stringless Yo-Yo and the Magic Mouse Children’s Television Show. He had been
involved in theatre, comedy, and drama since he was 12 years old. He worked in
radio and television starting in 1947 and made appearances on the Mike Douglas
Show, Howdy Doody Show. He founded the London Film Makes Co-Op and
appeared in Young Guns 2, Young Riders TV, Iron Eagle III and Shadow Hunter.
He helped create America’s and the Worlds first underground counterculture
newspaper of the 1960°s, THE EAST VILLAGE OTHER and co founded the first
counter culture newspaper in London, THE INTERNATIONAL TIMES, edited the
AMERICAN, a weekly newspaper for Americans living in London. He was the
author of 4 books, released 7 albums or CD’s. He was the executive director of
SCAT-TV, the only public access television in the State of Utah, and also served as
Job Matusow at NAJHF 1998 (Poss) executive director of Claremont’s own CCTV Channel 8. He was a veteran of
WWIIL. - Claremont, NH newspaper

Job blew into the 1998 North American Jew’s Harp Festival like a hot chinook wind. After a slightly rough start, I enjoyed
getting to know him. Many of us had very little clue about who he was, his history, or his involvement with the Jew’s harp. He had
made the long trek from Utah with a troupe of people, and ankle-biter dogs, and had promised to film the festival.

He contributed quite a bit to that festival: He played his “Peace Bells,” made from spent munitions, and calmed us with the
irony of their tones; Charmed us with a few Magic Mouse stories; Made us laugh as the sound-effects man of the “Rooster Song”
during band-scramble; Graciously signed copies of his book, All Right God, Come Out With Your Hands Up... I know You’re Up
There and CD, Harvey Matusow's Jew’s Harp Band - War Between Fats and Thins. Job did his best to imbue us with his sense of
peace and joy, leaving us richer for having had the chance to meet him.

In my internet research for this tribute issue, I was astounded by the number of folks that Job had touched around the country.
True, he did have many distracters, but the overwhelming majority expressed a soft place in their hearts for him. - Mark Poss

HarveyMatusow’ Jews Harp Band

More info about Job can be found at:

http://www.ibiblio.org/mal/MO/matusow/
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A new “club” for jawharpist is at:

http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/jawharpist Picl‘o l‘ia l Archive

Come join in the fun!

The Jew’s Harp Guild Pictorial Archive needs photos
Shaman/Khoomei (Tuvan Throat-Singing) ;)nffzotlcl)r: favorite ‘harps. Send (non-returnable) pics and
Tour News! The Jew’s Harp Guild Pictorial Archive:
From: Steve Sklar Date: Mon, 11 Feb 2002 ¢/o Mark D. Poss

. Iam happy to announce that my Tuvan friends shaman/throat- 924 10th. Ave. N. - Nampa, Idaho 83687
singer Nikolai Oorzhak and translator Eres Saltchak have finally
received their visas to visit the United States. It's been a long wait
for us all, and I appreciate everyone’s patience!

I am ready now to begin scheduling our tour, offering concerts, 1) l
workshops and lessons in Tuvan Throat-Singing (Khoomei), - ; A iy
shamanism, and also individual healings and shamanic massage. “0 20 %0 40 % o s w 100110 120 130 10 180 1O HE
Please visit my web site at <http://khoomei.com> for information B
(just click the Announcements link). You’ll find information about
Nikolai, including a new bio page, myself, the programs we’re
offering, pictures, videos, and more. If you are interested in
organizing events in your area, please contact me asap about which
programs interest you, and provide preferred dates. If you are just
interested in attending events, you’ll receive updates as events are
planned. Don’t forget: if you’d like to see events/programs not listed
on our web site, please feel free to contact me. We are eager to share
our experience and teaching with everyone who is interested!

Unfortunately, we are still awaiting word from the Canadian
authorities, so I am still unsure whether we will be able to visit
Canada. I’ll keep our Canadian friends updated when I get more e 14
news. This is a great opportunity for everyone interested in 100 110 1

. ) . . . L0 20 3o
khoomei, shamanism, alternative healing, and Tuvan/Central Asian | I ool |[||||l!||||1I|Il1IIII.1IIII||Ii1||I"'I| mﬂmﬁimw
culture. Please contact me with any questions, suggestions, etc.
Chetterdym (Tuvan for Thank You),
Steve Sklar http://khoomei.com

Pat Chapplle Collection - Metsugi Norimitsu ‘Harp

I't'|'1l|'|l| ||| (LTI | g |I1I LU

Jew's Harp Guild Logo T-Shirt
Available NOW in S/M/L/XL/XXL
The Official Jew's Harp Guild T-shirts is’ now available.
It is a gray heather, 100% cotton T shirt with our
"grasshopper" logo in 4 colors.
ONLY USS$ 15.00 EACH .
(+Shipping USA US$3.00 - Canada US$4.00 - Pat Chapplle Collection - Tuvan Khomuses
International US$6.00 )
Specify Size and Number When Ordering.

Sorry no credit card orders or CODs. Status of the NAJHF 1998-2000 Highlights CD

Allow 4 to 8 weeks for del'ivery After coming up to speed on new equipment and software,
(6 to 10 weeks for International) we’re in the final mix and artwork stage to produce this CD.
My apologies for the delay. - Mark Poss

Send Check or Money Order to:
The Jew's Harp Guild

st TR PLUCK-N-POST




THE PLUCK-N-POST is published by the

Jew’s Harp Guild, PO Box 92, Sumpter, OR. 97877

on a quarterly basis. Subscriptions to this newsletter are
available with JHG membership Information in this

newsletter is also posted on the Jew’s Harp Guild Website at:

http://www.jewsharpguild.org

Janet Gohring - Executive Director JHG
Kathi Vinson - Secretary JHG
Mark D. Poss - Editor, Pluck-N-Post
& Webmaster
Frederick Crane - Contributor
The Jew’s Harp Guild is a non-profit organization under
section 501C(3) of the Internal Revenue Service code of
1954,

© 2002 The Jew’s Harp Guild

Gohring Jew’s Harps
Hand Made and Tuned
To keys A through G
$25 each (Plus Shipping)
(please specify key when ordering)
Please write for prices and information on

Original Art
Featuring
Jew’s Harps
Blank note cards

VIM - 601 N. White St. - Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641U.S.A.

Eight back issues of VIM US$ 9.2 each.

Subscriptions are invited to nos. 10 and 11 at US$18.% for the two
issues. Payment may be by a check on a U.S. bank, domestic
money order, or international postal money order. Prices include
postage anywhere in the world.

Lindsay Porteous: Scottish Champion Jawharpist

Tutor Pack How to play and have fun with the Jew's Harp
Book, CD, or cassette with harp

(Book, CD or cassette may also be purchased separately)

Jew's Harp & Mouthbow Tutor Cassettes

New CDs The Art of the Pickin' Bow & The Art of the Trump

For list and information:

Lindsay Porteous - Tron House

Culross, Fife, KY12 8JG Scotland

Phone: ++01383-880271

TRUMPS
FOR SALE

Horzing from Austria
Szilagyi of Hungary

w/envelopes other Jew’s Harps available: _ : .
Christmas Cards I make different styles of my own design Classic American Whitlow
w/envelopes Plus I import metal hqrps from Austria e Wayland Harman’s
Limited numbered, and Bamboo Kubings from the CLACKAMORE
. . ilippines MOUTHBOWS
signed prints Send check or money order to:

R. Vinson, Artist

39995 Sumpter Valley Hwy.
Baker City, OR 97814
(541) 894-2345
rvinson@eoni.com

e CDs & tapes

Gohring Jew’s Harps
P.O. Box 92
Sumpter, OR 97877-0092

Sorry no credit card orders or CODs.
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

Shipping (US Post Office):
1 Harp $3.2 2 Harps $4.2

www.mouthmusic.com
www.jewsharp.com
Mouth Music Press
PO Box 6444 - Boise, ID. 83707 USA
Credit Card Orders: 208.841.8780

3 Harps $5.2 4 or more harps $6.%

North American Jew's Harp Festival
1997 Highlights CD

The CD features 20 of the best Public Domain, spontaneous music,

or original composition performances of the 1997 festival.

Only USS$ 12.2 each
Domestic Shipping US$ 3.2
International Shipping US$ 5.2
Send Check or Money order to:

The Jew's Harp Guild
PO Box 92 Sumpter, OR. 97877

THE PLUCK-N-POST

Genggongs for sale

I have best quality Genggongs, stringed palm
leaf/bamboo jaw harps from Indonesia.
"TEBENG" - Balinese genggong resonators

For more information, please write:
Lena Stella Strayhorn, re: Genggongs,
3260 E. Avery St., Pensacola, FL 32503.
Or e-mail: lenalalita@hotmail.com

Don’t forget

to renew your JHG membership
Your dues keep the Guild alive!



